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About the Scorecard

" PROTECTING GEORGIA'S
PEOPLE AND PLANET

Our planet matters, and so do the people of
Georgia. Our scorecard helps you understand

which state legislators have been taking steps to
protect the environment and which have not.

The need to conserve and protect Georgia's environment cannot be
understated. We have five distinct geographic regions, or "physiographic
provinces" that host six ecoregions. Each ecoregion features extraordinary land
and waterscapes that are home to unique plants and animals. The people,
plants, and wildlife of our great state depend on fourteen significant
watersheds. With over one hundred miles of coastline, and the two-thousand-
mile long Appalachian Trail beginning in Georgia's mountain, there is plenty

for which we should be thankful. Unfortunately, there's also plenty at risk.

Over the last four years, Georgia and the rest of the country's environment has
been under threat due to rollbacks of federal protections and oversight by the
U.S. EPA. The current administration has reversed water safety standards,
stripped land protections, and opened public lands to private industry
extraction. All of these actions place the health and safety of every Georgian
and American at risk. In moments like these, we need state and local leaders to

ensure that our lands, air, and water are all protected.

We know that Georgians care about protecting our state's unique places and
conserving natural resources for generations to come. That's why Environment
Georgia and the Georgia Conservation Voters team up to publish our biennial
scorecard. The scorecard keeps Georgians informed about which legislators are
committed to protecting the health of Georgians and Georgia’s beautiful

greenspaces and which legislators are not.
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Fort Mountain (

About the Scorecard

A CHANGING CLIMATE
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

The 2020 Environmental Scorecard evaluates how legislators voted on critical
environmental issues throughout the two-year legislative session. These votes
include everything from protecting Georgians from toxic waste to advancing
clean energy. We hope that by helping clarify the actions legislators are taking
to protect Georgia's environment and people, Georgia's citizens can better hold
them accountable for passing policies that will ensure a safer and healthier
environment. However, the scores alone are not enough for accountability.
Many legislators want to do the right thing on the environment but do not
understand the issues as they emerge. Others flatly refuse to act on the subject,

saying that they have not heard from enough constituents.

We need your help keeping legislators responsible by calling, emailing, or
otherwise contacting them to discuss their score and their commitment to
environmental protection. You can help reach others by sharing this scorecard
with your family, friends, and neighbors. Communicating with lawmakers and
letting them know that you're watching their votes on this issue is one of the
most effective ways to bring about change. Together, we can create a future for

our children and all Georgians that is safer, healthier, and more sustainable.

A Note to Legislators

We know that in the throes of the legislative session it can be difficult to keep
track of legislation that impacts the environment. This is made even more
difficult as bill language gets changed, multiple bill versions are circulated, and
language is inserted into entirely different bills. We encourage you to reach out
to our organizations for help understanding emerging issues and bill changes.
Towards this end, we have created a new Twitter account to help communicate

these changes as quickly as possible during session. Follow us @gaenviro
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Cloudland Canyon, Georgia

Giving Credit

HONORABLE MENTIONS

Every year, there are legislators that go above and beyond for Georgia’s air,

water and greenspaces, often behind the scenes and with very little fanfare.

One example is coal ash. SB 297 and HB 756 were inspired by residents living
close to Plant Scherer, who discovered coal ash toxins in their well water. The

bills were sponsored by Sen. Jen Jordan and Minority Leader Bob Trammel and

were the most comprehensive pieces of coal ash legislation introduced. Rep.
Mary Frances Williams, Rep. Rick Williams and Rep. Jeff Jones also deserve

praise for introducing coal ash legislation, although their bills did not pass.

Additionally, we want to highlight Sen. William Ligon for his tireless work to
successfully pass coal ash legislation (SB 123) and protect the Satilla River.

We also remember House Rules Committee Chairman Jay Powell, who sadly
passed away halfway through the legislative session but laid the groundwork for
legislation to lock-in funding for toxic clean-ups. His work, and that of Rep.
Andy Welch who continued the fight, ensured the passage of the resolution.

Other successful measures include the work of Sen. Freddie Powell Sims and
Sen. Zahra Karinshak, who helped to stop an effort from the Farm Bureau to
weaken the Georgia Right to Farm Law with HB 545. In the House Rep. Beth
Moore and Rep. Karla Drenner fought SB 43, a bill to make runaway nuclear

plant construction financing easier for Dalton Utilities.

too for their work to pass HR 48, which protects Georgia’s coast from offshore

drilling.
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Tybee Island, Georgia

Where Credit is Due

HONORABLE MENTIONS

Rep. Erick Allen, Rep. Alan Powell and Rep. Trey Rhodes all served their
constituents well when they listened to their environmental problems, from the
release of carcinogens into the air and water to foul smelling sludge onto the
lands, and passed laws that will help protect all Georgians.

Finally we recognize the work of several legislators introduced important
environmental legislation that ultimately did not get out of committee. Sen.
Donzella James introduced a bill limiting single use plastic bags, Rep. Scot
Turner introduced legislation that would encourage repair and get electronics

out of Georgia’s landfills, Rep. Todd Jones championed legislation to encourage

the sale of Electric Vehicles in Georgia and Sen. Nikema Williams introduced

legislation to protect children from lead poisoning in schools.

We are grateful for the hard work of these legislators and others who took on

the challenge of protecting us and the environment.
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Settlés Bridge Park, Georgi .

Environmental Legislation

THE BILLS WE SCORED

HB 105 was amended to help public transportation systems. After years of
providing no funding on transit, the legislature amended HB 105 and
established a fee on all ride share trips that will be appropriated to help fund

and run mass transit. HB 105 passed the 150 to 7 and the Senate 41 to 3. It was
signed by Gov. Kemp. Environmental Vote: YES.

HB 316 focused on new voting machines for upcoming elections. This replaces
the previously used voting machines, ignoring voting concerns from
cybersecurity experts and voters. HB 316 passed the House 101 to 69 and the
Senate 35 to 21. It was signed by Gov. Kemp. Environmental Vote: NO.

HB 445 weakens the Shore Protection Act and allows development closer to the
ocean, encouraging erosion and threatening flooding as sea levels rise. HB 445
passed the House 93 to 75 and the Senate 35 to 21. It was signed by Gov. Kemp.

Environmental Vote: NO.

HB 545, also known as the Right to Farm (Harm) legislation, would empower
large industrial agriculture and CAFO’s by giving them leeway to ignore home
and landowners nearby. HB 545 passed the House 107 to 58 and the Senate 28
to 21; it failed to get final sign-off in the House after amendments were made in

the Senate so did not become law. Environmental vote: NO.

HB 857 was inspired by communities that were struggling with the toxic air
and water pollution created by burning creosote (a known carcinogen) soaked
railroad ties. The legislation outlaws the practice in almost all facilities in
Georgia. HB 857 passed the House 163 to 0 and the Senate 48 to 0. It was signed
by Gov. Kemp. Environmental Vote: YES.
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lllola Falls, Georgia

2019-2020 .

THIS LEGISLATIVE SESSION

HB 1045 changes the law to allow counties to spend tax dollars on flood
prevention in a nod to the challenges posed by climate change and increased
coastal flooding. HB 1045 passed the House 168 to 1 but failed to be brought to

a vote in the Senate. Environmental Vote: YES.

HB 1057 was inspired by local communities grappling with the practice of
dumping of chicken plant sludge, rotten eggs, and septage in the guise of
fertilizer or “soil amendments.” The bill will allow local governments to
regulate this dumping and outlaws the worst practices. HB 1057 passed the

House and Senate and was signed by the governor. Environmental Vote: YES.

HOUSE RESOLUTIONS

HR 48 declares the Georgia House of Representatives is in opposition to
offshore drilling, exploration and offshore seismic airgun blasting. The
resolution passed the House 125 to 36. Because it is a resolution it did not need

to pass the Senate or be signed by Gov. Kemp. Environmental Vote: YES.

HR 164 requires the majority of fees collected to clean-up toxic waste sites,
illegal tire dumps and more to go towards actual clean-up. Sadly, the legislature
has historically spent much of the clean-up money on other parts of the state
budget. The result is thousands of tires littering our rivers and green spaces and
a long toxic clean-up waiting list. HR 164 passed the House 169 to 1 and the
Senate 53 to 3. It will appear on the November 2020 ballot as Amendment 1 for
approval. Environmental Vote: YES.
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Environmental Legislation

THE BILLS WE SCORED

SENATE BILLS

SB 43 would allow Dalton Utilities to avoid a bond election to go into debt to
finance the skyrocketing cost of new nuclear reactor construction at Plant
Vogtle. SB 43 passed the House 91 to 75 and the Senate 42 to 12. It was signed
by Gov. Kemp. Environmental Vote: NO.

SB 95 makes it easier for municipal utilities to finance solar and wind projects.
SB 95 passed the House 165 to 0 and the Senate 51 to 0. It was signed by Gov.
Kemp. Environmental Vote: YES.

SB 123 increases the fee waste haulers must pay communities when dumping
coal ash into landfills. Georgia landfills have become a dumping ground for out
of state coal ash in part, because the fee for coal ash dumping was less than Y2 of
the fee for normal household garbage. SB 123 passed the House 142 to 15 and
the Senate 39 to 9. It was signed by Gov. Kemp. Environmental Vote: YES.

SB 384 protects the Satilla river from toxic industries such as landfills. SB 384
passed the Senate 40 to 11 but failed to pass the House. Environmental Vote:
YES.

SB 426 was inspired by communities that discovered cancer clusters around
plants emitting high levels of ethylene oxide. SB 426 requires manufacturers
using ethylene oxide to report any spill or release of any amount within 24
hours of discovery. SB 426 passed the House 150 to 1 and the Senate 55 to 1. It
was signed by Gov. Kemp. Environmental Vote: YES.
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Stone Mountain, Ge_o?(‘f
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Understanding Scores

HOW LEGISLATORS VOTED

[ N ||

On the next several pages are charts showing how individual legislators voted
on the bills we scored. Legislators had a maximum possible score of 13. Based
on their votes, each legislator received percentage score based on the number of
bills they were eligible to vote for and how they voted on the legislation.

v Pro-environment action 2 >

X Anti-environment action ey
2 Did not vote (counts as negative) SCURECARD
Blank spaces = Ineligible to vote KEY

We believe that showing up is an
important part of serving the people of
Georgia and our environment. We do
understand that Georgia’s legislators
are considered part-time. Because of
this, it is common for legislators to miss
votes due to work or personal conflicts.
The Georgia General Assembly website
hosts the official record of votes on
each bill, for every single floor vote.
There, absences are indicated as
excused or not. If your legislator was
absent during a significant vote or for
an extended period of time, please
reach out to them directly for more

information.
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SENATE SCORES

District Legislator Party % HB1o5 HB1057 HB316 HB445
il Watson, Ben R 58 v v X X
2 Jackson, Lester D 100 v/ v v v
3 Ligon, William R 69 v v X X
4 Hill, Jack R 50 X X
5 Rahman, Sheikh D 100 v v v v
6 Jordan, Jennifer D 92 P v v v
7 Harper, Tyler R 62 v v X X
8 Black, Ellis R 58 v ? X X
9 Martin, P.K. R 62 ? v X X
10 Jones, Emanuel D 92 v v v v
1 Burke, Dean R 62 v v X X
12 Sims, Freddie D 85 v v v v
g Kirk, Greg R 75 X X
13 Summers, Carden R 20 v v
14 Thompson, Bruce R 54 ? v X X
15 Harbison, Ed D 92 P v v v
16 Harbin, Marty R 46 v/ v X X
17 Strickland, Brian R 62 v v X X
18 Kennedy, John R 54 v v X X
19 Tillery, Blake R 62 v v X X
20 Walker, Larry R 50 v/ v X X
21 Beach, Brandon R 62 v v X X
22 Jones, Harold D 85 ? v v v
23 Stone, Jesse R 69 v v X X
24 Anderson, Lee R 54 v v X X
25 Jones, Burt R 62 v v X X
26 Lucas, David D 69 v v v X
27 Dolezal, Gregory R 54 X v X ?
28 Brass, Matt R 50 X v X X
29 Robertson, Randy R 54 v v X X
30 Dugan, Michael R 46 ? v X X
31 Heath, William R 46 X v X X
32 Kirkpatrick, Kay R 69 v v X X
33 Rhett, Michael D 100 o v v v
34 Seay, Valencia D 85 ? ? v v
35 James, Donzella D 85 v v v v
36 Orrock, Nan D 100 v v v v
37 Tippins, Lindsey R 69 v v X X
38 Tate, Horacena D 92 v v v v
39 Williams, Nikema D 96 ? v v v
40 Harrell, Sally D 92 v v v v
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SENATE SCORES

District Legislator Party % HB1o5 HB1057 HB316 HB445
41 Henson, Stephen D 100 v v v v
42 Parent, Elena D 100 v v v v
43 Anderson, Tonya D 85 ? v v v
44 Davenport, Gail D 92 v v v v
45 Unterman, Renee R 54 ? i X X
46 Cowsert, Bill R 62 v v X X
47 Ginn, Frank R 54 v v X X
48 Karinshak, Zahra D 100 v v v v
49 Miller, Butch R 58 ? v X X
50 Wilkinson, John R 62 v v X X
51 Gooch, Stephen R 50 v v X X
52 Hufstetler, Chuck R 58 v v X X
53 Mullis, Jeff R 42 v v X X
54 Payne, Chuck R 54 v v X X
55 Butler, Gloria D 100 v v v v
56 Albers, John R 58 v v X X
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HOUSE SCORES

District Legislator Party % HB1o45 HB105 HB10o57 HB316 HB445
il Moore, Colton R 62 v/ X v X v
> Tarvin, Steve R 58 v ? 4 X X
3 Hill, Dewayne R 65 v v v X X
4 Carpenter, Kasey R 65 v v v X X
5 Barton, Matt R 69 v v v X X
6 Ridley, Jason R 69 v v v X X
7 Ralston, David R N/A ? ? ? 2 ?
8 Gurtler, Matt R 42 X X X X 4
9 Tanner, Kevin R 65 v v v X X
10 Rogers, Terry R 65 v v ? X X
11 Jasperse, Rick R 69 v v v X X
12 Lumsden, Eddie R 69 v 4 v X X
13 Dempsey, Katie R 69 v v v X X
14 Scoggins, Mitchell R 69 v v 4 X X
15 Gambill, Matthew R 62 w4 v v X X
16 Kelley, Trey R 62 v v v X X
17 Momtahan, Martin R 62 v v v X X
18 Cooke, Kevin R 65 v v v X X
19 Gullett, Joseph R 69 v v v X X
20 Caldwell, Michael R 62 v v v X X
21 Turner, Scot R 73 v ? v v/ v
22 Cantrell, Wesley R 50 v/ v v X X
23 Ballinger, Mandi R 58 ? ? ? X v
24 Gilligan, Sheri R 77 v v v X v
25  Jones, Todd R 69 v v/ v X 2
26 Morris, Marc R 62 v v v X X
27 Hawkins, Lee R 69 v v v X X
28 Erwin, Christopher R 86 v v v
29 Dubnik, Matt R 69 v v v X X
30  Dunahoo, Emory R 69 v/ v v X ?
31 Benton, Thomas R 69 v v v X X
32 Powell, Alan R 65 v v v X X
33 McCall, Thomas R 62 v v v X X
34 Reeves, Albert R 69 v v v X X
35  Setzler, Ed R 69 v v/ v X o
36 Ehrhart, Virginia R 69 v v v X X
37  Williams, Mary D 100 v v v v v
38 Wilkerson, David D 73 ? ? ? ? e
39  Thomas, Erica D 85 v/ X 4 4 4
40 Allen, Erick D 100 4 v v v v
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HOUSE SCORES

District Legislator Party % HB1o45 HB105 HB10o57 HB316 HB445
41 Smith, Michael D 77 v o v v v
42 Anulewicz, Teri D 89 v v v v v
43 Cooper, Sharon R 77 v v v X X
44 Parsons, Don R 58 v/ v v X X
45 Dollar, Matthew R 62 v v v X X
46 Carson, John R 62 v v v X X
47 Jones, Jan R 65 v v v X X
48 Robichaux, Mary D 92 v v v v v
49 Martin, Charles R 69 v v v X X
50 Kausche, Angelika D 96 v v v s v
51 McLaurin, Josh D 100 v v v v v
52 Silcox, Deborah R 69 v v v X X
53 Jones, Sheila D 92 v v v v v
54 Holland, Betsy D 96 v v v v v
55 Metze, Marie D 73 ? ? ? v v
56 Thomas, Mable D 89 v v v v v
57 Gardner, Patricia D 100 v v v v/ v
58 Cannon, Park D 92 v X v v v
59 Dreyer, David D 81 ? ? ? v v
60 Schofield, Kim D 92 v v v v v
61 Bruce, Roger D 89 v ? v v/ v/
62 Boddie, William D 100 v v v v v
63 Bazemore, Debra D 100 v v v v v
64 Jackson, Derrick D 100 v v v v v
65 Beasley-Teague, Shar D 89 v v v v v
66  Alexander, Kimberly D 100 v v v v v
67 Gravley, Micah R 62 v v v X X
68 Collins, James R 65 v v v X X
69 Nix, Randy R 69 v v v X X
70 Smith, Lynn R 73 v/ v/ v/ X ?
il Singleton, Philip R 57 v X X
71 Stover, David R 50 X v
72 Bonner, Josh R 65 v v v X X
73 Mathiak, Karen R 69 v v v X X
74 Stovall, Valencia | 69 v v v X X
75  Glanton, Michael D 73 v/ v/ v v ?
76 Scott, Sandra D 92 v v v v v
77 Burnough, Rhonda D 100 v v v v v
78 Douglas, Demetrius D 96 v v v v v
79 Wilensky, Michael D 100 4 v v/ v v
80 Wilson, Matthew D 100 v/ v v v v
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HOUSE SCORES

District Legislator Party % HB1o45 HB105 HB10o57 HB316 HB445

81 Holcomb, Scott D 06 ?
82 Oliver, Mary Margaret D 96
83 Evans, Rebecca D 100
84 Shannon, Renitta D 85
85 Drenner, Karla D 06
86 Henson, Michele D 06
87 Davis, Viola D 92
88 Mitchell, Billy D 92
89 Nguyen, Bee D 69
Qo Stephenson, Pamela D 77
01 Jones, Vernon D 73
02 Carter, Doreen D 92
93 Kendrick, Darshun D 89
94 Bennett, Karen D 92
o5 Moore, Elizabeth D 100
Q6 Marin, Pedro D 89
97 Rich, Bonnie R 50
o8 Clark, David R 69
Q9 Lopez, Brenda D 85
100 McClain, Dewey D 77
101 Park, Samuel D 100
102 Kennard, William D 06
103 Barr, Timothy R 65
104 Efstration, Chuck R 65
105 McLeod, Donna D 100
106 Harrell, Brett R 58
107 Hutchinson, Shelly D 100
108  Clark, Jasmine D 100
109 Rutledge, Dale R 58
110 Welch, Andrew R 69
111 Holly, El-Mahdi D 89
112 Belton, Dave R 58
113 Dickerson, Pamela D 92
114 Kirby, Tom R 54
115 Williamson, Bruce R 62
116 England, Terry R 54
117 Gaines, Houston R 69
118 Frye, Spencer D 100
119 Wiedower, Marcus R 69
120 Rhodes, Trey R 69
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District Legislator Party % HB1o45 HB105 HB10o57 HB316 HB445
121 Fleming. Barry R 62 v v v X X
122 Lott, Jodi R 69 v v v X X
123 Newton, Mark R 65 v v v X X
124 Howard, Wayne D 85 v % v v v
125 Nelson, Sheila D 100 v v v v v
126 Frazier, Gloria D 85 v v v v v
127  Prince, Brian D 81 v v v/ v/ X
128  Jackson, Mack D 81 v/ i v v 2
129  Holmes, Susan =} 73 v ? v X ?
130  Knight, David R 62 v v v X X
131 Pullin, Kenneth R 58 ? ? ? X e
132 Trammell, Robert D 100 v v v v v
133  Smith, Vance R 62 v v/ v X X
134 Smith, Richard R 69 v v v X X
135  Smyre, Calvin D 92 v v v v v
136 Hugley, Carolyn D 92 v v v v v
137  Buckner, Debbie D 89 v ? v v v
138 Cheokas, Mike R 65 v v v X X
139  Bentley, Patty D 73 v v v 2 v
140 Dickey, Robert R 69 v v v X X
141 Washburn, Dale R 69 v v v X X
142  Paris, Miriam D 96 v/ v v v v
143 Beverly, James D 100 4 v v v v
144  Mathis, Danny R 69 v v v X X
145  Williams, Ricky R T v v v X X
146 Blackmon, Shaw R 69 v v v X X
147 Clark, Heath R 69 v v v X X
148 Williams, Noel R 69 v v v X X
149 Pruett, Jimmy R 58 ? ? ? X X
150  Hatchett, Matt R 65 v v v g X
151 Greene, Gerald R 69 v v v X X
152  Rynders, Ed R 86 X X
152 Yearta, Bill R 33 v v v
153 Hopson, Camia D 100 v v v v v
154 Dukes, Winfred D 92 v v v v v
155  Pirkle, Clay R 62 v v v X X
156 Morris, Greg R 62 v v v X X
157  Werkheiser, William R 62 v v v X X
158 Parrish, Butch R 69 4 v v X X
159 Burns, Jon R 69 v v v X X
160  Tankersley, Jan R 69 v v v X X
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HOUSE SCORES

District Legislator Party % HB1o45 HB105 HB10o57 HB316 HB445
161 Hitchens, William R 65 v v v X X
162 Gilliard, Carl D 85 v/ v v v X
163  Gordon, J. Craig D 100 v v v v v
164  Stephens, Ron R 65 v v 4 X X
165 Stephens, Mickey D 54 ? ? ? ? ?
166 Petrea, Jesse R 69 v v v X X
167  Jones, Jeff R 85 v v o X v
168  Williams, Al D 77 v v v v X
169  LaRiccia, Dominic R 69 v v v X X
170 Houston, Penny R 77 v v v X X
171 Campbell, Joe R 86 v v v
171 Powell, Jay R 50 4 X X
172 Watson, Sam R 65 v v v X X
173 Taylor, Darlene R 65 v v v X X
174  Corbett, John R 69 v v v X X
175  LaHood, John R 69 v v v X X
176 Burchett, James R Q0 v v v X
177 Sharper, Dexter D 85 v v v v v
178  Meeks, Steven R 73 v v/ v ? X
179  Hogan, Don R 69 v v v X X
180 Sainz, Steven R 69 v v v X X



PAGE 22

(<]
o
(]
—_
(=]
=
—
(—]
—_
=T
=
o
Ll
L
—
(—]
(=]
=
(-]
(=
[—]
(]
(-]
[t-]
=
D
(=
(—]
[T ]
(<-]
—_
—
(7]
—
—
[—)
o
—
—
[T}

SB123 SB426 SB43  SB95

HR48

HB857 HR164

HB545



© 2020 GEORGIA CONSERVATION VOTERS
© 2020 ENVIRONMENT GEORGIA



